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APPENDIX  III. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1957 


Lukis  House, 

Grange, 

Guernsey. 
261I1  April,  1958. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Island  of  Guernsey  for  the  year  1957. 

During  the  year  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Island  and  in 
addition  there  were  three  cases  in  Alderney.  All  of  these  were  treated  at  the  King 
Edward  Isolation  Hospital. 

An  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  due  to  Salmonella  Typhimurium  occurred  in 
June. 

The  great  pandemic  of  Asian  Influenza  which  swept  throughout  the  world  in 
1957  reached  Guernsey  in  September. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  R.  N.  LYNCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  President  and  Members, 
Board  of  Health, 

Guernsey. 
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GUERNSEY 

Guernsey,  the  most  westerly  of  the  Channel  Islands,  lies  in  the  Bay  of  Avranches, 
eighty-two  miles  from  Weymouth,  forty  from  Cherbourg  and  sixty-three  from  St. 
Malo. 

It  is  triangular  in  shape  and  has  an  area  of  24.5  square  miles.  The  soil,  com¬ 
posed  of  disintregrated  granite  and  schist,  is  very  fertile. 

The  cultivation  of  tomatoes  is  the  chief  industry,  nearly  fifty  thousand  tons 
being  annually  exported.  The  tourist  industry  is  also  important.  128,219  tourists 
visited  the  Island  during  1957. 

Guernsey,  Alderney,  Sark,  Herm  and  Jethou  constitute  a  Bailiwick  under  a 
Lieutenant  Governor.  The  Bailiff  is  the  Chief  Civil  Official. 


STATISTICS 

TABLE  I 


Sunshine 

Hours 

Total  for  1957  ... 

.  '.837.6 

Average  for  50  years 

.  1,876.7 

Sunless  days,  1957 

.  74 

Average  for  50  years 

.  55 

Rainfall 

Inches 

Total  for  1957  ••• 

.  3'-36 

Average  for  50  years  ... 

.  36.17 

Rain  days  for  1957  . 

167 

Average  for  50  years  ... 

192 

Temperature 

F° 

Daily  mean  Temperature  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ji.8  * 

Average  for  50  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51.4 

Mean  Daily  range  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.1 

Average  for  50  years  ... 
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TABLE  II 


1  . 

'  Estimated 
Population  j 
to  middle 
of  each 
year 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

DEATHS 
Under  1  year 

year 

No.  j 

| 

Rate  per  1 
1,000 

No. 

Crude 
rate  per 

1 ,000 

Adjusted 
rate  per 
1,000 

No. 

j 

Kate 

per  1,000 
Births 

1 943 

1 

22,641 

I 

337 

14.9 

4*4 

1S.3  : 

— 

1 

16 

47-5 

1944 

22,408  | 

395 

17.6 

472 

21. 1 

~  i 

17 

43-° 

*945 

25, 500 

391 

T5-3 

436 

17.1 

_ 

11 

28.1 

1946 

38,°38 

872 

22.9 

43 1 

“•3 

7-9 

35 

40.1 

1947 

40,674 

900 

22.2 

4i9 

10.3 

7.2 

30 

33-3 

1948 

43 » 1 79 

870 

20.2 

445 

10.4 

7-3 

17 

*9-5 

1949 

44-374 

795 

I7-9 

495 

1 1. 1 

7-7 

20 

25 -1 

i9S° 

44>792 

746 

16.6 

480 

10.7 

7-4 

22 

29-5 

1951 

44, 498 

775 

17.4 

510 

11. 4 

8.0 

n 

14.2 

1952 

■  43.367 

736 

16.9 

464 

10.7 

7-5 

24 

32.6 

1953 

44>  x58 

727 

16.5 

456 

10.4 

7-3 

23 

31.6 

1 954 

43 .4 1 4 

689 

15.8 

492 

”•3 

7-9 

9 

l3-1 

1 955 

42,073 

667 

l 

i5-9 

423 

10. 0 

7.0 

18 

\  26.9 

i956 

4I,149 

701 

17.0 

495 

12.0 

8-4 

H 

19.9 

1957 

40,721 

725 

17.8 

5N 

12.7 

1 

l  8.89 

24 

33-o 

POPULATION 

There  was  an  excess  of  emigration  over  immigration  of  636.  The  mid-year 
population  is  estimated  at  40,721. 

BIRTHS 

There  were  725  live  births,  385  males  and  340  females,  a  rate  of  17.8  per  thousand. 
Still  births  numbered  13,  a  rate  of  18  per  thousand  live  births.  Illegitimate  births 
were  27,  a  percentage  of  3.7  total  live  births. 
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/  DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  517,  the  Crude  Death  Rate  being 
12.7  per  1,000  of  population  and  the  Adjusted  or  Corrected  Death  Rate  8.89. 

It  will  be  apparent  that  the  death  rate  in  any  place  is  influenced  by  the  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  so  that  in  order  that  truer  comparisons  can 
be  made  between  one  area  and  another  the  actual  death  rate  is  multiplied  by  a 
number  called  the  “  Comparability  Factor  ”,  the  result  being  known  as  the  Adjusted 
or  Corrected  Death  Rate.  These  “Comparability  Factors”  are  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General  and  are  based  on  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population 
as  shown  by  the  Census.  For  Guernsey  the  Death  Rate  Comparability  Factor  is  0.7. 

MATERNAL  h IORTALITY 

There  were  no  deaths  classed  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth.  Under  the  Mid  wives 
Ordinance  of  1950  medical  aid  was  sought  in  174  cases. 

Fees  paid  to  the  Medical  Practitioners  under  this  Ordinance  amounted  to 
/670  1 8s.  od. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

There  were  24  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  giving  a  rate  of  33  per  thousand 
live  births.  12  of  these  were  under  one  month,  giving  a  Neo-Natal  death  rate  of 

16.5  per  thousand  live  births. 

MARRIAGES 

There  were  367  marriages  in  the  year,  a  rate  of  9  per  thousand. 

CANCER 

There  were  104  deaths  from  Cancer,  57  males  and  47  females,  giving  a  rate  of 

2.5  per  thousand.  19  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  lung.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  from  (a)  all  forms  of  Cancer  and  ( b )  Cancer 
of  the  Lung  for  each  year  in  the  decennial  period  1947  to  1957. 


Cancer 

Cancer 

Year 

All  Forms 

Lung 

1947  . 

66 

6 

>948  . 

77 

7 

1 949  . 

88 

5 

l95°  . 

62 

5 

'95'  . 

98 

8 

!952  . 

91 

1 6 

1 953  . 

70 

1 1 

>954  . 

78 

9 

*9 55  . 

81 

18 

>956  . 

68 

1  ( 

•957  . 

104 

l9 

be  seen  that  Cancer 

accounts  for  one  fifth 

of 

all  deaths. 

/ 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  5  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The  rate  is  0.12  per  thousand. 

Attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinic  were  as  follows : 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  ...  . '.  37 

Number  of  attendances  .  .  392 

Number  of  Chest  X-rays  taken  ...  .  3,277 

Number  of  cases  sent  to  England  for  Major  Thoracic  Surgery  ...  7 

Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  treated  in  the  King  Edward 

Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  by  means  of  BCG  has  been  continued  during 
the  year.  At  the  present  time  it  is  being  offered  to  children  who  are  about  to  leave 
school.  The  protection  afforded  to  the  young  person  by  BCG  is  invaluable  and  my 
records  show  that  seventy-two  per  cent  of  school  leavers  undergo  the  preliminary 
Tuberculin  Test  and  Vaccination.  These  details  show  however  that  twenty-eight 
per  cent  of  our  adolescent  population  are  still  needlessly  exposed  to  infection  by  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus. 


In  addition  the  Tuberculin  Testing  of  school  children  in  three  age  groups  i.e. 
ages  five,  nine  and  fourteen,  has  been  continued.  As  in  the  past  appointments 
for  chest  X-rays  are  made  for  all  Positive  Reactors. 


Mass  X-ray  of  the  employees  of  large  firms  has  continued  during  the  year  and 
2,825  chest  films  were  taken. 


The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  the  King  Edward  Isolation  Hospital:  — 


Ghicken  Pox .  . 

Diarrhoea  and  vomiting  ... 

Dysentery  ...  . 

Erythema  Nodosum  . 

Eczema  . 

Glandular  Fever  . 

Impetigo  . 

Influenza 

Measles  ...  . 

Mumps 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

Poliomyelitis  ...  . 

Poliomyelitis — suspected — not  proven 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Salmonellosis 

Scabies  . 

Streptococcal  Sore  Throat 

T.B.  Meningitis  ' . 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . 


Cases  Deaths 
1  — 

1  — 

3  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

12  1 

1  — 

2  1 

5  — 

1  — 

42  2 

4  ^ 

1  — 

1  — 

1  1 

6  — 


88 
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527  children  were  inoculated  against  Diphtheria  and  133  were  re-inoculated. 

Two  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Guernsey  during  August. 
These  were  treated  in  the  King  Edward  Isolation  Hospital  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

Three  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Alderney  during  August.  These 
were  also  treated  in  the  King  Edward  Isolation  Hospital,  Guernsey.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  had  not  before  been  recorded  in  Alderney  and  it  can  now 
he  said  with  certainty  that  the  infection  was  introduced  by  a  visitor  to  the  Island 
who  developed  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  immediately  upon  his  return  to  the  Main¬ 
land.  This  evidence  in  Alderney  in  1957  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  growing  import¬ 
ance  of  the  control  of  the  spread  of  infection  in  this  contracting  world. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  which  occurred  in  the  Bailiwick 
was  therefore  five. 

Preventive  medicine  practice  has  been  further  extended  this  year  when  Polio¬ 
myelitis  Vaccine  was  made  available  by  the  States  Board  of  Health  for  children 
between  the  ages  of  two  to  nine.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1,777  children  had 
received  their  first  injections.  The  acceptance  rate  is  approximately  seventy  per 
cent. 

An  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  due  to  Salmonella  Typhimurium  occurred  in 
June.  There  were  two  deaths  from  this  cause.  A  great  deal  of  work  was  under¬ 
taken  by  the  staff  of  this  Department  at  this  time  in  order  to  improve  Food 
Hygiene. 

The  great  pandemic  of  Asian  Influenza  which  swept  throughout  the  world  in 
'957  reached  Guernsey  in  September.  There  were  five  fatalities.  Vaccination 
against  Influenza  was  offered  to  the  following  groups  : — Medical  and  Nursing  per- 
sormeTlmd  ambulance  staffs. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Venereal  Disease  Clinics  were  carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  charge 
of  the  Medical  Officers  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  this  purpose  i.e.  Dr. 
J.  E.  T.  Strickland  (Male  Section)  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Cambridge  (Female  Section). 


Venereal  Disease 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  persons  who  on  1st  January,  1957,  were  under 
treatment  or  surveillance  :  — 

Syphilis 

3 

3 

Gonorrhoea 

5 

1 

Non  specific  or  non  venereal  conditions  ... 

16 

— 

Number  of  fresh  infections  during  the  year:  — 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  contracted  locally 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  contracted  outside  the  Island . 

7 

1 

Non  specific  or  non  venereal  conditions  contracted  locally 

2 

— 

Non  specific  or  non  venereal  conditions  contracted  out- 

side  the  Island . 

12 

— 

Old  cases  returned  for  further  treatment  ..., 

1 

1 

I 
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Males 

Females 

3- 

Cases  discharged  during  1957:  — 

Syphilis  . 

3 

2 

Gonorroeha 

5 

2 

Non  specilic  or  non  venereal  diseases  . 

16 

— 

4- 

Number  of  persons  remaining  under  treatment  on 
31st  December,  1957  ...  . 

22 

1 

5- 

Total  attendances  at  Clinic  during  .the  year . 

2I5 

12 

PACKAGING  OF  MILK 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  valuable  reports  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  G.  Austin,  and  the  Chief  Technologist  of  the  Board  of  Health  Laboratory, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Wilson,  which  follow,  that  the  packaging  of  milk  was  introduced  in 
November.  This  must  be  regarded  as  the  greatest  single  advance  in  public  health 
in  1957. 

CREMATIONS 


There  were  119  cremations  during  the  year,  50  of  which  were  bodies  brought 
over  from  Jersey.  As  a  matter  of  interest  I  append  details  of  cremations  of  persons 
dying  in  Guernsey  which  have  been  carried  out  during  the  last  10  years. 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 
<956 
1 957 


Total 

36 

59 

29 

5' 

54 
35 
74 

55 
70 

69 


INFANT  WELFARE 


The  following  home  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors 


during  the  year : 


Primary  or  first  visits 
0-1  year  or  under  1  year 
1-5  years  or  over  1  year  ... 

Ante  Natal  visits . 

Immunization  defaulters 
Foster  Children  and  Homes 

Cleanliness . 

Tuberculosis  Visits 
Old  Age  . 


Country 

St.  Peter  Port 

378 

203 

218 

893 

188 

875 

5 

17 

— 

3 

— 

19 

1 

M 

72 

31 

4  ■■ 
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Problem  Families . 

Mental  Health  . 

Miscellaneous 

Visits  with  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector 
Visits  with  Sanitary  Inspectors 

Ineffectual  or  no  reply . 

Infectious  Diseases 


Country  St.  Peter  Purt 


12 

7 

8 

3 

7 

7i 

1 1 

1 1 

i 

5 

41 

72 

10 

3 

M.  PREVOT,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 
M.  HORKAN,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 
H.  THEOBALD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Q.N. 


SELECTED  GUERNSEY  HEALTH  STATISTICS 


Year 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Neonatal  | 
Deaths 

4ate  per  1,000 
Live  Births  j 

Still  Births 
late  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 
Rate  per 
1,000 

I 

1943 

47-5 

— 

I 

O.QO 

*944 

43-o 

— 

20.2 

1.2 

*945 

28.1 

— 

23.0 

O.47 

1946 

40.1 

_ 

21.7 

o-45 

T947 

33-3 

— 

18.9 

o-54 

1948 

*9-5 

*2.5 

24.2 

0.79 

1949 

25.1 

17.6 

23.9 

0.61 

*95° 

29-5 

22.6 

20.1 

0.42 

x  95 1 

14.2 

9.O 

14.2 

0.27 

*95* 

32.6 

2O.3 

21.7 

0.21 

*953 

31.6 

I9.4 

20.6 

0.18 

1 954 

I3-1 

8-7 

13-1 

0.1 1 

1 955 

26.9 

• 

16.5 

8.9 

0.14 

*95^ 

1 9-9 

T4. 2 

24.2 

0.19 

1 957  '' 

33-° 

1 

16.5 

I 

18.0 

0.12 

DEATHS  BY  AGE  j  GROUPS  AND  CAUSES  —  1957 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PATHOLOGY  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1957 

Section  1.  General  Medical  Laboratory  Tests. 

The  total  number  was  9,730.  This  is  the  highest  figure  since  the  laboratory 
commenced,  is  a  4%  increase  over  last  year  and  represents  72%  our  total  tests. 
Specimens  sent  to  Dorset  totalled  293,  being  only  3%  ol  9,730.  These  specimens 
were :  — 

Biopsy  material  for  section  ...  176 

Animal  inoculation  for  T.B.  ...  33 

Miscellaneous  tests  ...  ...  ...  84 

Section  2.  Public  Plcalth  Tests. 


1. 

Food.  Bacteriological  examinations 

.  103 

samples 

2. 

Milk  for  evidence  of  mastitis  . 

.  127 

samples 

3- 

Milk  phosphatase 

.  28 

samples 

4- 

Milk  fat  estimations . 

.  487 

samples 

5- 

Milk  Reductase  reaction 

Satisfactory  . 

.  336 

samples 

Unsatisfactory  . 

.  51 

samples 

6. 

Cream  fat  estimations . 

.  8 

samples 

7- 

Ice  Cream 

Satisfactory  . 

129 

samples 

Suspicious . 

.  5 

samples 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

sample 

-Sr- 

—Water-  presumptive  coli 

Satisfactory  . 

662 

samples 

Suspicious  ... 

.  *5 

samples 

Unsatisfactory 

.  42 

samples 

Conclusive  coli 

.  75 

samples 

There  were  2,069  tests,  a  decrease  of  690  or  25%  from  last  year.  This  decrease 
was  the  result  of  two  marked  changes.  The  first  was  a  decline  in  the  number  of 
milk  specimens  received  for  mastitis  checks  from  herd  inspections,  the  second  the 
introduction  of  the  Tetra  Pak  form  of  milk  distribution  on  November  6th.  This 
excellent  innovation  has  eliminated  routine  milk  checking  of  milk  retailers  for 
evidence  of  adulteration,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological.  All  the  unsatisfactory 
water  reports  were  samples  received  from  sources  other  than  the  States  piped 
domestic  supply.  There  was  an  inprovement  in  the  bacteriological  standard  of 
ice  cream  this  year,  more  than  99%  of  the  samples  received  being  satisfactory. 

Section  3.  Blood  Transfusion  Service  and  Blood  Grouping. 

The  total  number  of  tests  was  1,798,  a  decrease  of  9%  on  last  year’s  record 
figure.  The  tests  in  this  section  are  time  consuming,  and  although  in  numbers 
represent  only  13%  of  our  total,  absorb  approximately  30%  of  our  working  time. 
During  the  year  271  blood  donations  were  made,  sixteen  more  than  1956.  These 
blood  donations  occur  at  regular  weekly  intervals  but  problems  of  meeting  the 
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demands  while  at  the  same  time  exercising  strict  control  to  avoid  wastage  constantly 
arise. 

The  longest  period  during  which  no  blood  was  requested  was  15  days.  In 
contrast  30  pints  were  requested  during  a  similar  period. 

For  the  month  of  April  only  5  pints  were  transfused  whereas  for  July  the 
amount  was  38  pints.  For  every  29  pints  requested,  twenty  were  actually  transfused. 

Total  blood  Total  blood  Total  blood 

donated  Transfused  requested 

271  pints  243  pints  3^8  pints 

I  consider  these  figures  with  respect  to  wastage  control  most  satisfactory  when 
considering  the  wide  variations  mentioned  together  with  the  present  regulation  not 
permitting  the  use  of  blood  more  than  28  days  old  when  stored  at  5°C.  During 
the  first  half  of  1957  only  89  pints  were  used  whereas  for  the  second  six  months 
154  pints  were  transfused.  These  figures  demonstrate  that  any  assessment  regarding 
blood  requirements  necessitates  a  minimum  of  twelve  months  recording.  During 
the  year  one  patient,  at  regular  intervals,  received  a  total  of  19  pints. 

General  Summary 

The  total  number  of  all  tests  during  1957  was  13,597,  a  decrease  of  515  or  4% 
compared  with  1956.  This  reduction  was  caused  by  fewer  milk  samples  being  received. 
The  following  examinations  were  markedly  increased. 

1.  Sputum  cultures  for  T.B.  and  other  pathogens. 

2.  Blood  red  cell  counts.  Many  laboratories  discourage  this  estimation  on  the 

general  grounds  of  its  inaccuracy. 

3.  Blood  sugar  estimations. 

4.  Occult  blood  in  faeces. 

- 5.— Ear,  nose  and  throat  cultures. 

6.  Antibiotic  sensitivity  tests. 

7.  Bacteriological  examination  of  foods. 

The  following  tests  decreased  from  last  year:  — 

1.  Direct  sputum  examinations  for  T.B. 

2.  Faeces  cultures  for  pathogens. 

3.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  pus  and  other  exudates. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  our  range  of  antibiotics  now  extends  to  16  different 
substances  against  which  organisms  may  be  tested.  Members  of  the  Pseudomonas 
and  Proteus  genera  continue  to  be  very  resistant  to  most  antibiotics  under  laboratory 
conditions.  During  June  and  July  a  number  of  gastro-enteritis  cases  occured, 
caused  by  Salmonella  ty phi  murium,  phage  type  2  c.  Investigations  revealed  two 
carriers,  both  employed  in  food  preparations. 

In  July  a  junior  technician  resigned  and  was  replaced  by  a  qualified  technician. 
Six  new  tests  adopted  during  the  year  have  increased  our  syllabus  to  105  routine 
procedures. 


H.  A.  WILSON, 

Chief  Technologist. 
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E N Vi RO N ME N T A L  H Y G I EN E 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1957. 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circum¬ 
stances  of  the  Island.  Steady  progress  has  again  been  made  in  all  fields  of  our 
work.  Difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  some  parts  of  the  Island  through  lack 
of  adequate  water  supplies  and  lack  of  sewerage.  Shortage  of  houses  and  over¬ 
crowding  still  present  very  serious  problems.  Sixty-five  new  States  houses  were 
completed  during  1957.  Many  old  houses  which  are  occupied  fall  far  short  of  modern 
standards  and  are  unworthy  of  extensive  repair  and  alterations. 

Public  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year  and  no  shortage 
has  been  experienced. 

As  in  former  years  a  large  number  of  milk  samples  have  been  taken  and  the 
high  standard  of  quality  expected  from  Guernsey  cattle  maintained.  Packaging 
of  milk  was  introduced  during  the  month  of  November  with  the  now  familiar  “Tetra 
Pak  ”  which  has  fully  justified  the  slightest  increase  in  the  cost  of  milk,  has 
eliminated  hand  mixing  and  consequently  provided  a  very  uniform  and  consistent 
sample. 

I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  received  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  my  own  staff. 


G.  AUSTIN,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.H. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  ISLAND  HOUSING 


Request  housing  inspections  for  States  Housing  Authority .  129 

Requests  from  other  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 

Inspections  for  sanitary  defects  and  drainage  only .  161 

Re-inspections  of  work  in  progress  or  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 


985 


Number  of  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  66 

Number  of  houses  closed  during  the  year: — Permanently  ...  ...  16 

Temporarily  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Closing  notices  lifted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

G 


i6 


APPENDIX 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  VERBAL  AGREEMENT 

Exterior  repairs  to  dwellings  .  ...  16 

Interior  repairs  to  dwellings  including  replastering  of  rooms  ...  19 

Sanitary  defects  made  good .  .  56 

New  floors  ...  ...  ...  .  . -  ...  3 

Roof  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Domestic  water  supplies  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  dust  bins  provided  .  .  11 

New  soakaways  constructed .  ...  ...  ...  .  32 

New  W.C.’s  ...  ' .  2 

Unofficial  refuse  dumps  covered  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  fireplaces .  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

Stagnant  pond  cleaned  and  pumped  .  1 

OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Public  buildings  .  .  1 

Camp  sites  ...  ...  ...  .  18 

Caravan  sites  .......  .  ...  5 

Work  places  and  work-shops  ...  ...  ...  .  24 

Nuisances  investigated  and  abated  ...  ...  .  238 

Refuse  dumps  (official)  ...  ...  ...  .  .  34 

Refuse  dumps  (unofficial)  .  .  .  23 

Visits  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health .  30 

Visits  with  the  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  .  10 

Appointments  and  interviews  .  573 

INSPECTIONS  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  STORING  PREMISES 

Cafes  and  Restaurants .  120 

Fish  and  Chip  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Bakehouses  ...  .  .  18 

Food  Stores  .  ,..  .  ...  ...  40 

Markets .  39 
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Food  examined  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption:  — 


Baby  Food,  1 1  tins. 

Bacon,  64  lbs.  13  ozs. 

Baking  Powder,  9  tins. 

Baked  Beans,  278  tins. 

Beans  and  tomatoes,  2  tins. 
Bouruvita,  6  tins. 

Brawn,  1  tin. 

Brockham  Food,  20  tins. 

Butter,  77  lbs. 

Cake,  22  lbs.  4  sponges. 

Cauliflower,  15  crates. 

Cheese,  71  doz.  and  1  pkts.,  4  loaves. 
Cheese,  62  lbs.  1 1  ozs. 

Cheese,  36  doz.  and  9  cartons. 

Cheese,  137  tins,  7  tubes. 

Chicory,  1  carton. 

Chutney,  279  bottles. 

Cocoa,  4  tins. 

Coffee,  48  tins. 

Cream,  88  tins,  12  and  3  doz.  bottles. 
Creamed  Rice,  1  tin. 

Fish,  15  jars,  248  tins. 

Fruit,  17  cases,  14  melons,  38  crates. 
Fruit,  2()8  doz.  and  6  tins,  38  peaches. 
Fruit,  2  boxes,  30  chips,  21  cartons. 
Fruit  juices,  137  tins,  112  crates. 

Kraft  Diner,  48  doz.  Bottles,  44  pkts. 
Jam,  r8  tins,  6  jars. 

Irish  Stew,  2  tins. 

Lemon  Curd,  5  jars. 

Lemon  Filling,  1  tin. 

Mustard,  22  tins. 


Hamburgers,  1  carton,  24. 
Margarine,  114  pkts. 

Marmalade,  2  tins,  5  jars. 

Meat  Loose,  996  lbs.  2  ozs,  100  chaps. 
Meat  tinned,  1,041  tins. 

Milk,  961  tins. 

Mincemeat,  16  doz.  and  10  jars. 
Molasses,  1 1  tins. 

Mushrooms,  6  chips,  7  lbs. 

Onions,  4  jars,  1  case. 

Oats,  2  pkts. 

Pastes,  80  tins,  18  doz.  5  jars. 

Pickles,  32  doz.  9  jars. 

Pies,  2  doz. 

Poultry,  34  cutlets,  96  lbs. 

Poultry,  66  tins,  51  chickens. 

Rabbit,  1  case. 

Rice,  6  tins. 

Rolls,  9  cases. 

Salad  Cream,  467  doz.  1  tins. 
Sandwich  Spread,  2%  doz  jars. 

Sauces,  36  doz.  7  jars. 

Sausages,  482I  lbs.,  33  tins. 

Sausages,  13  cartons,  7  pkts. 

Soup,  500  tins,  19  pkts. 

Suet,  30  pkts. 

Swissroll,  2. 

Spaghetti,  1  tin. 

Vegetables,.  925  tins. 

Wafers,  7  cartons. 

Wallnuts,  8  lbs. 


Food  Analysed  during  1957:  — 

Almond  Flavouring  . 

1 

Milk  . 

Crab  Paste  . 

1 

Mixed  Spice  ... 

Egg  Albumen  . 

3 

Pies  . 

Flour  . 

6 

Sausages  . 

.  - 

Frizets 

1 

Tinned  Crab  ... 

Ground  Ginger  ...  . 

1 

White  Pepper 

1 : »  ! !  1  •  ?  t 

3 

2 

4 
15 

2 

1 


•  t  • 


i8 


APPENDIX 


WATER  SUUPPLY 


Weekly  samples  taken  from  Mains  ...  ...  ...  563 

Samples  from  private  wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Samples  from  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Samples  from  streams  and  fountains  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples  from  camp  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Samples  from  Alderney  ...  ...  .  2 

Samples  from  Herm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Samples  from  Sark  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples  for  Chemical  examinations  ...  ...  ...  2 

Samples  of  rain  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Samples  of  sea  water  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  samples  taken  during  1957 .  729 


FARM  AND  DAIRY  INSPECTIONS 

Farmers  interviewed  for  unsatisfactory  conditions  ...  ...  83 

Inspections  of  milk  retailers  equipment  ...  ...  ...  413 

Visits  to  States  Dairy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Farms  visited  for  check  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Re-inspections  of  farms  ...  .  ...  ...  80 

Cases  of  suspect  mastitis  found  and  reported  ...  ...  ...  24 


MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  ANALYSIS 


Official  samples 

5 

Informal  samples 

378 

Fat  content  and  Reductase  test  ... 

379 

“Appeal  to  cow”  samples . 

hi 

873 


Two  successful  prosecutions 
year. 

for  adulteration  were  taken 

against  farmers  dm 

MONTHLY  AVERAGE 

OF  FAT  AND  NON 

FATTY  SOLIDS 

Month 

Fat 

Non  F atty  Solids 

January 

4.7% 

9-2 1  % 

February  ... 

.  4-7% 

9- '3% 

March 

• .  4-4% 

9-03% 

April  . 

.  4-6% 

9,08%- 

May 

.  4-8% 

9.09% 

June  . 

.  4-25% 

9.09% 

July  . 

.  4-6% 

9-08% 

August 

.  4-5% 

9-n% 

September 

.  4-9% 

9.12% 
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Average  fat  content  for  9  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  4-6% 

Average  non  fatty  solids  for  9  months  ...  ...  ...  9.10% 

Percentage  of  milks  which  failed  M.B.  test  ...  ...  12% 

Monthly  fat  and  non  fatty  solid  tests  were  discontinued  after  the  installation 
of  Tetra  Pak  Machines. 

Two  small  outbreaks  of  Foot  and  Mouth  disease  were  confirmed  on  21st  and 
25th  March  respectively.  The  first,  in  the  North  of  the  Island  involved  cows  and 
the  second  in  the  South  of  the  Island  involved  pigs  and  cows.  Disinfections  were 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  an  Inspector  from  this  department. 


ICE  CREAM 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Number  of  imported  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Number  of  local  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  samples  analysed  for  fat  and  sugar  content  ...  3 

Number  of  visits  to  local  ice  cream  manufacturers  ...  ...  15 


NUMBER  AND  GRADES  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN 

LOCAL: —  Twelve  Samples 

Grade  Percentages 

1  .  75% 

2  .  25% 

IMPORTED: —  One  hundred  and  thirty  samples 

Grade  Percentages 

1  .  76% 

2  .  19% 

3  .  4% 

4  .  '  % 

Grading  has  been  consistently  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 


FOOD  POISONING 

A  number  of  cases  of  Salmanellosis  occurred  during  the  months  of  June  and 
July.  Extensive  investigations  were  made  in  an  endeavour  to  trace  the  source  of 
the  outbreak  which  was  not  confined  to  any  one  area  of  the  Island.  Various  foods 
were  examined  but  no  common  factor  was  found  .  One  hundred  and  eleven  visits 
were  made  in  connection  with  these  cases. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  food  poisoning 
outbreak  the  following  inspections  were  made:  — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Poliomyelitis .  4 

Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  3 


SMOKE  NUISANCE 

This  nuisance  has  not  previously  been  common  in  this  wind-swept  Island  but 
during  the  year  under  review  four  cases  were  reported.  One  proved  to  be  a  new 
oil  burning  unit  experiencing  teething  troubles  and  which  was  quickly  adjusted  and 
the  nuisance  abated.  The  others  were  solid  fuel  burning  types  of  boilers,  two  with 
electric  blowers  and  one  mechanical  underfeed  type. 

Observations  were  carried  out  and  investigations  made  regarding  stoking  methods 
and  the  type  and  quality  of  fuel  used.  The  low  quality  and  sulphurous  nature  of 
the  fuel  obtainable  appears  to  be  the  chief  factor  contributing  to  this  nuisance. 


DISINFECTIONS 


The  following  number  of  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding 
King  Edward  Sanatorium:  — 

From  The  Princess  Elizabeth  Hospital  . 

From  St.  John’s  Ambulance  . 

From  King  Edward  Sanatorium  • . 

From  Her  Majesty’s  Prison  . 

From  Morley  Youth  Hostel 

From  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (from  houses 

where  cases  had  occurred  ...  . 

\ 

From  Alderney  N.I.D.  ...  ...  ...  . 

Public  Works  Department  (Foot  and  Mouth  disease) 


were  stoved  at  the 

206 

54i 

79 

40 

191 

344 

O  "> 

60 


1,483 


Hosptial  wards  Disinfected 


Princess  Elizabeth  Hospital  . 

17 

King  Edward  Sanatorium 

- 1 1 

Aircraft  Disinfected  (Poliomyelitis)  ... 

O 

Ship  Disinfected  (Poliomyelitis) 

-  I 

DISINFESTATIONS 

Private  houses  and  hospitals  ...  ..,  ,,,  ,,,  76 
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ALDERNEY 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  milk  samples  were  sent  from  Alderney  for  estima¬ 
tion  of  fat  content  and  averaged  5.2%.  This  high  figure  is  due  to  the  inclusion  of 
evening  milk.  Four  visits  were  made  by  Inspectors  during  the  year  and  routine 
and  request  inspections  carried  out. 


HERM  ISLAND 

Water  samples  were  taken  from  this  Island  and  were  satisfactory.  Rat  destruc¬ 
tion  was  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Controlled  tipping  has  now  been  transferred  to  Les  Rocques  Barrces,  Bordeaux, 
and  this  tip  should  last  for  a  considerable  rime.  Very  little  rat  infestation  has 
occurred  but  regular  baiting  has  been  carried  on.  Six  unofficial  dumps  were  dis¬ 
covered  and  appropriate  action  taken  with  the  owners. 


RAT  DESTRUCTION 

The  most  severe  rat  infestation  of  the  year  occurred  at  La  Garenne  Tip  during 
the  three  first  months  of  the  year  and  continued  after  the  tip  ceased  to  be  used. 
The  Rodent  Officer  made  a  very  considerable  number  of  night  visits  for  both 
observation  and  baiting  purposes  and  also  organised  a  small  shooting  party  which 
accounted  for  some  very  good  “  bags  ”. 

“Much  time  has  been  spent  in  glasshouses  where  the  depredations  of  rats  and 
mulots  have  caused  losses  amongst  growers  of  freesias,  tulips,  carnations  and  tomatoes. 


VISITS  AND  TREATMENT 


Number  of  properties  visited 

...  2,078 

Number  of  visits  made  . 

...  2,613 

Number  of  new  infestations  . 

162 

Number  of  properties  pre-baited . 

20 

Number  of  properties  gassed  . 

65 

In  addition  to  this  table  fifty  wasp  nests  were  destroyed. 


